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Moving to Seoul
Justin: When we moved to Seoul in June we were not only changing careers, but

also committed ourselves to living in a brand new city within a brand new country -
that spoke a brand new language. Despite all of these tremendous changes we have
found so much happiness, excitement, and friendship in our short time here. The
support and acceptance we have received from our wonderful coworkers as well as
the citizens of Yongdap, Seongdong-gu and Seoul have been truly heartwarming and

have showed us the true hospitable spirit of Korea.
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Amy: Moving to Korea was a big change, but Yongdap, and the Global English
House, quickly began to feel like home. Getting to know the neighborhood was one
of the first things | wanted to do, and | am still finding new things every time | walk
down the streets. | enjoy walking through the market and visiting different stores and
restaurants. By now | have my favorite places to go for things like bread, coffee, and
vegetables! | like the way the neighborhood comes alive after the sun goes down —
the streets are lit with so many colorful lights and there are so many people laughing
and eating in the local restaurants. Yongdap is a special place to live.
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Exploring Seoul

Justin: We have found Seoul to be a city full of adventure and have found great
pleasure in exploring the city’s various neighborhoods. Since moving to Seoul we
have committed ourselves to trying something new every weekend and so far, after
almost five months, we have been able to fill each weekend with some new activities.
Some our favorite activities have been hiking to the top Dobongsan Peak in
Bukhansan Park, learning about Korea's history at the statue of King Sejong, and
watching the fireworks at the Hanhwa Seoul International Fireworks Festival.
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Amy: | love being outdoors, and | have greatly enjoyed visiting some of the City’s
parks. Seoul Forest was one of the first parks | visited, and | have returned to this
park many times. There is so much to see at Seoul Forest! The sculptures and the
butterfly garden are two of my favorite things. Children's Grand Park is another
amazing park — how wonderful to learn that the zoo is free of charge! In addition to
the famous five rings and eternal flame at Olympic Park, | also found many walking
paths and places to sit — a wonderful place for a picnic! | went to the Firework
Festival at Yeouido Hangang Park. Most recently, | visited Yongsan Park to see the

colorful fall leaves. It is nice to have so many parks close to our home.
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Other Experiences
Justin: As we continue to live in Korea | hope to experience and learn more about

Korean films. | love to watch movies, especially horror movies, and some of my



favorite Korean films include Train to Busan, The Host, and Old boy. When we first
moved here, we also watched the film Ode To My Father and | found it to be very
informative and it helped give me a better sense of the history and identity of Korea.
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Amy: We have done many fun and exciting things since moving to Korea, but one of
my favorite adventures has been paragliding at Yangpyeong. When we arrived at the
launch site, | noticed a quiet serenity on the mountaintop. It was very peaceful, and
calmed any nervousness | had about running off a mountain. The moment my feet
left the ground was exhilarating. Riding the air currents made me feel like | was
flying. It was incredible to see some of the beautiful mountains of Korea from the

sky.
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New Baby in a New World

Monica: Over the past three years we have seen a lot of Korea, but we believe that
famous sites are only a small part of the wonderful culture that is present here. The
biggest immersion experience we had is the birth of our son Abram. From hospital,
to sanhujoriwon, to 100 days, and eventually to daycare, we try hard to live like

locals and adopt the culture in our new home.
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Ben: In every culture, parenthood is filled with superstitions and traditions we can’t
explain. We have somehow managed the best of two worlds, with advice and visits
from our parents and American friends as well as help from our amazing family of
coworkers and fellow parents. Abram is so blessed to grow up with aunts, uncles,

brothers, and sisters from many backgrounds. He is loved by so many people: we
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Friends Foreign and Domestic

Ben: We were lucky to have a network of friends who were already teaching in Korea
or who arrived at the same time we did. We were lucky to meet church friends who
were having children in the samemontfthatAbramwasborn. We were lucky to work

with special people whom we could call friends so quickly. Yes, we might feel like
we have been lucky to integrate so quickly, but | think it's because Korean culture is

centered in hospitality and family.
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Monica: Ben’'s friends are excited about photography and cycling. He often
commutes to work by bicycle and he occasionally does distance rides on weekends.
My hobbies are sewing and swimming. The accessibility of Dongdaemun Market for
sewing supplies is outstanding, and | found some classes in English to learn new

designs. Our apartment is also so close to the local sports center, which has a

full-size swimming pool.
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Developing

Monica: Seongdong-gu Office does everything to help its citizens. There is so much
support for our family that we feel it is only right to give our all to help
Seongdong-gu thrive. Our career is education, and we take pride in our ability to
plan programs that are fun and informative. After we had a few years’ experience.
we were asked to help develop the Geumho Global Experience Center. We are very
proud to work at this program, and grateful to all the people who made it happen.
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Ben: The Global Experience Program is a significant investment for Seongdong—gu in
the education and success of its children. We were honored to be involved with the
program’s expansion plan, from the very first design meetings to the eventual daily
lesson implementation. We have learned so much about project development and
management, and all the details that entail such a huge project. It's fascinating to
learn about government employee culture in Korea, because it's very different from
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the private sector experience we had in America. Everyone works hard to achieve the
best results, but there is always a lingering sensation of family togetherness.
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